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Abstract-The holocentrid fish Ostichthys brachygnathus is described 
from a single specimen collected in 230 m off Guam, Mariana Islands. 
It is distinct in having XII, 12 dorsal rays, the last spine shortest; 16 
pectoral rays; 27 lateral-line scales; 2 1/i scales above lateral line; and a 
short upper jaw, the maxilla not reaching to below posterior edge of 
orbit; the color is red, the centers of scales lighter than edges. 

Introduction 

The beryciform family Holocentridae is divisible into two subfamilies, the 
Holocentrinae (squirrelfishes) and the Myripristinae (soldierfishes), principally 
on the structure of the swim bladder and auditory bullae. The species of Myri­
pristinae are readily distinguished externally by the more ovate body shape, rel­
atively short third anal spine, and lack of a single long stout spine at the corner 
of the preopercle (the monotypic Atlnatic genus Corniger has two such spines). 
Five genera of Myripristinae are recognized: Myripristis, Corniger, Ostichthys, 
Pristi/epis, and Plectrypops. 

Randall et al. ( 1982) revised Ostichthys. They recognized seven species from 
the Indo-Pacific region and one from the western Atlantic. Pristilepis was estab­
lished for the species oligolepis Whitley which had previously been classified in 
Ostichthys. Randall & Wrobel ( 1988) described a ninth species of the genus, 0. 
ovalocu/us, from Tahiti, and Chen et al. (1990) a tenth species, 0. sheni, from 
Taiwan. 

Ostichthys is characterized by usually having XI or XII dorsal spines, the 
dorsal fin continuous, though deeply notched between spinous and soft portions; 
coarsely ctenoid scales; and the premaxillary groove in a broad V-shape. The 
species are generally found on rocky substrata at depths greater than 100 m. 
Maximum depth recorded for any species, 640 m. 

In February 1992 a specimen of Ostichthys was caught by hook and line in 
about 230 m off Orote Peninsula, Guam. It was recognized by the junior author 
as a probable undescribed species. A color photograph was taken, and the fish 












